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Gorilla trekking safari for your birthday celebration 


Gorilla trekking safari for a birthday celebration. Celebrating your birthday amidst the majestic 
mountain gorillas of Bwindi Impenetrable National Park in southwestern Uganda, adjacent to 
Mgahinga Gorilla National Park, is an unparalleled experience. This park stands out as the ultimate 
gorilla trekking destination, boasting half of the world's gorilla population. To initiate your 
birthday celebration with these incredible creatures, the first crucial step involves acquiring a 
gorilla permit, an indispensable requirement for any gorilla trekking safari In Bwindi. 


Bwindi Impenetrable National Park is segmented into four sectors—Buhoma, Nkuringo, Rushaga, 
and Ruhija—each featuring distinct gorilla families. The allocation of the gorilla family for your 
trek day is contingent upon the sector assigned during booking. For instance, the Ruhija sector, 
situated in Eastern Bwindi with chilly weather, accommodates 4 habituated gorilla families, 
including the Bitukura, Oruzongo, Kyaguriro, and Mukiza families. 


In the northern part of Bwindi lies the Buhoma sector, making it easily accessible for those arriving 
by air and an ideal choice for older individuals. Noteworthy gorilla families in Buhoma encompass 
Rushegura, Habinyanja, and Katwe, each with its unique composition and leadership. 


The southern Nkuringo sector, offering breathtaking views from Mount Nyamuragira and 
Nyiragongo, poses a more challenging trek due to higher altitudes. Families in Nkuringo, such as 
Nkuringo, Bushaho, and Christmas, enhance the diversity of gorilla encounters. 


The Rushaga sector, also located in the southern part of Bwindi, boasts the highest number of 
habituated gorilla families. Accessible within a 3-hour drive from Kigali, notable families in 
Rushaga include Nshongi, Mishaya, Bweza, Kahungye, and Busingye, each contributing to a rich 
gorilla trekking experience. 


Securing a gorilla permit is imperative, with the cost varying based on tourist categories: $700 for 
foreign non-residents, 250,000 for Uganda and East African citizens, and $600 for foreign 
residents. Limited to 136 permits daily for both Mgahinga and Bwindi, early booking, at least six 
months in advance, is recommended. 


The gorilla permit grants you one hour with the gorillas, allowing for observation and photography. 
Alternatively, you can opt for the gorilla habituation experience, entailing a more extended 4-hour 
interaction with the gorillas at a higher cost of $1500 per person per day. 


To obtain permits, advanced booking is crucial, available through the official Uganda Wildlife 
Authority website or trusted tour operators. Upon confirmation, full payment is required, with the 


balance settled at least three weeks before your travel date. A copy of the permit is emailed, and it 
must be presented upon arrival at Bwindi. 


Stringent trekking rules and regulations exist to ensure the conservation of the endangered 
mountain gorillas. Guidelines include maintaining a 7-meter distance, adhering to a minimum age 
limit of 15, and avoiding littering, eating, smoking, or touching the gorillas. Compliance 
contributes to the preservation of these magnificent creatures and the ecosystem. 


Packing appropriately is vital for an enjoyable birthday celebration with the gorillas. Essential 
items include neutral-colored clothing, rain gear, sturdy hiking boots, gloves, toiletries, insect 
repellent, sunscreen, a camera, and valid documents. Other activities in Bwindi, such as bird 
watching and cultural visits to the Batwa people, complement the gorilla experience. 


The ideal time to celebrate your birthday with the mountain gorillas is during the dry months of 
June to February, with June, July, August, September, December, January, and February being 
particularly favorable. Nevertheless, budget-conscious travelers may find the wet months of March 
to May and October to November suitable. 


Choosing us as your tour operator ensures not only assistance with permit bookings but also the 
organization of your birthday safari, with diverse packages catering to budget, mid-range, and 
luxury preferences. 


